
Jesus’ Birth
Luke 2:1-20
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So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who 
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let's go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When 
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
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Jesus as a boy
Luke 2:41-50
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Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When 
he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 
After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.

Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began 
looking for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, 
they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in 
the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions. 

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously 
searching for you.”
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn't you know I had to be in 
my Father's house?” But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
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Jesus is Baptised
Mark 1:4-12
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And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John 
wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message: “After me will come one 
more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.”

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
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Jesus’ calls his disciples
Mark 1:14-20
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After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The 
kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you 
fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him.

When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without 
delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired men and followed him.
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Jesus’ miracles and 
teachings
E.g. Matthew 14:22-33
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Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on 
a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the 
boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it.

During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 
When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It's a ghost,” they 
said, and cried out in fear.
But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid.”
“Lord, if it's you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
“Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus .But 
when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, 
“why did you doubt?”

And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

www.jonjolly.com



Jesus is transfigured
Mark 9:2-9
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After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high 
mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His 
clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 

And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters–
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they 
were so frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came 
from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except 
Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone 
what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
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Jesus’ Death
Luke 23:32-47

Image: http://flickr.com/photos/paperbydesign/448310203/www.jonjolly.com



Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called 
the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals–one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting 
lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save 
himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered 
him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”

There was a written notice above him, which read: This is the King of the Jews.

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But 
the other criminal rebuked him. “Don't you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are 
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom..”
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”

It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun 
stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.
The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.”
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Jesus’ Resurrection
John 20:1, 11-17
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Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance...

...but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head 
and the other at the foot.
They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don't know where they have put him.” 

At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it 
was Jesus.

“Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have put him, and I will get him.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead 
to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’”
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